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This story comes from a country called Aotearoa.  

In English its name is New Zealand.

There’s a lake in the middle of the North Island.  

It’s called Lake Rotorua.

There’s an island in the middle of the lake. 

It’s called Mokoia.
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This story is about a young woman called Hinemoa 

and a young man called Tutanekai (Tuta for short).

Aotearoa, Rotorua, Mokoia, 
Hinemoa and Tutanekai are  
Maori words.
This is how you say them:
A - o - te - a - ro - a
Ro - to - ru - a
Mo - ko - i - a
Hi - ne - mo - a
Tu - ta - ne - ka - i



These words are in the story. Can you find them?

lake    

island
mainland

fishingcanoe    

paddle    
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hunting

flute    

branch    

tree    

moon    

crying    

village    
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